MACBETH QUOTES
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1. 
Fair is foul, and foul is fair. 
Hover through the fog and filthy air.
Act: I Scene: i Lines: 10-11
Speaker: Witches
To whom: Each other
Significance of quote: This is the first of the witches’ confusing equivocal statements…deception through language…what is good is bad, what is bad is good. 
2.

No more that Thane of Cawdor shall deceive

Our bosom interest:  go pronounce his present  death,

And with his former title greet Macbeth.
Act: I Scene: ii Lines: 63-65
Speaker: King Duncan
To whom: Ross 
Significance of quote: Macbeth will be awarded an honor from the king for his valiant deeds on the battlefield. Macbeth does not know he will be given this new title. 
3. 
Lesser than Macbeth, and greater.

Not so happy,  yet much happier.

Thou shalt get  kings, though thou be none.

So all hail, Macbeth and Banquo!
Act: I Scene: iii Lines: 66-69 Page: 324
Speaker: Witches
To whom: Banquo
Significance of quote: 
4. 
The Thane of Cawdor lives: why do you dress me in borrowed robes?
Act: I Scene: iii Lines: 109-110 Page: 325
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Angus
Significance of quote: 
5. 
My plenteous joys,

Wanton  in fullness, seek to hide themselves

In drops of sorrow. Sons, kinsmen, thanes,

And you whose places are the nearest,  know,

We will establish our estate upon

Our eldest, Malcolm, whom we name hereafter

The Prince of Cumberland: which honor must

Not unaccompanied invest him only,

But signs of nobleness, like stars, shall shine

On all deservers.  From hence to Inverness, 
And bind us further to you. 
Act: I Scene: iv Lines: 34-43 Page: 328
Speaker: King Duncan
To whom: Banquo, Macbeth, Lords
Significance of quote: 
6. 
The Prince of Cumberland! That is a step

On which I must fall down, or else o’erleap,

For in my way it lies. 
Act: I Scene: iv Lines: 48-50 Page: 329
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Self/aside
Significance of quote: 
7. 
Glamis thou art, and Cawdor, and shalt be

What thou art promised. Yet do I fear thy nature;

It is too full o’ th’ milk of human kindness 
To catch the nearest way.  Thou wouldst be great,

Art not without ambition, but without

The illness  should attend it. What thou wouldst highly, 
That wouldst thou holily;  wouldst not play false,

And yet wouldst wrongly win. Thou’dst have, great Glamis, 

That which cries “Thus thou must do” if thou have it;

And that which rather thou dost fear to do

Than wishest should be undone.  Hie thee hither,

That I may pour my spirits in thine ear,

And chastise  with the valor of my tongue

All that impedes thee from the golden round 
Which fate and metaphysical  aid doth seem

To have thee crowned withal.
Act: I Scene: v Lines: 14-29 Page: 329
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: self/soliloquy
Significance of quote: 
8. 
O, never

Shall sun that morrow see!

Your face, my Thane, is as a book where men

May read strange matters. To beguile the time,

Look like the time;  bear welcome in your eye,

Your hand, your tongue: look like th’ innocent flower,

But be the serpent under ’t. He that’s coming

Must be provided for: and you shall put

This night’s great business into my dispatch; 
Which shall to all our nights and days to come

Give solely sovereign sway  and masterdom.
Act: I Scene: v Lines: 59-69 Page: 332
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
9. 
He’s here in double trust:

First, as I am his kinsman and his subject,

Strong both against the deed; then, as his host,

Who should against his murderer shut the door,

Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this Duncan
Hath borne his faculties  so meek, hath been

So clear  in his great office, that his virtues

Will plead like angels trumpet-tongued against

The deep damnation of his taking-off; 
And pity, like a naked newborn babe,

Striding the blast,  or heaven’s cherubin  horsed

Upon the sightless couriers  of the air,

Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye,

That tears shall drown the wind. I have no spur

To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which o’erleaps itself and falls on th’ other.
Act: I Scene: vii Lines: 12-28 Page: 333
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: self/soliloquy
Significance of quote: 
10. 
Was the hope drunk

Wherein you dressed yourself? Hath it slept since?

And wakes it now, to look so green and pale 
At what it did so freely? From this time

Such I account thy love. Art thou afeard

To be the same in thine own act and valor

As thou art in desire? Wouldst thou have that

Which thou esteem’st the ornament of life, 
And live a coward in thine own esteem,

Letting “I dare not” wait upon “I would,”

Like the poor cat i’ th’ adage? 
Act: I Scene: vii Lines: 35-45 Page: 334
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
11. 
What beast was ’t then

That made you break  this enterprise to me?

When you durst do it, then you were a man;

And to be more than what you were, you would

Be so much more the man. Nor time nor place

Did then adhere, and yet you would make both.

They have made themselves, and that their fitness now

Does unmake you.  I have given suck, and know

How tender ’tis to love the babe that milks me:

I would, while it was smiling in my face,

Have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums,

And dashed the brains out, had I so sworn as you

Have done to this.
Act: I Scene: vii Lines: 47-58 Page: 335
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
12. 
We fail?

But screw your courage to the sticking-place, 
And we’ll not fail. When Duncan is asleep—

Whereto the rather  shall his day’s hard journey

Soundly invite him—his two chamberlains

Will I with wine and wassail  so convince, 
That memory, the warder of the brain,

Shall be a fume, and the receipt of reason

A limbeck only:  when in swinish sleep

Their drenchèd natures lies as in a death,

What cannot you and I perform upon

Th’ unguarded Duncan, what not put upon

His spongy  officers, who shall bear the guilt

Of our great quell? 
Act: I Scene: vii Lines: 59-72 Page: 335
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
13. 
Is this a dagger which I see before me,

The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee.

I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.

Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible

To feeling  as to sight, or art thou but

A dagger of the mind, a false creation,

Proceeding from the heat-oppressèd  brain?

I see thee yet, in form as palpable

As this which now I draw.

Thou marshal’st me  the way that I was going;

And such an instrument I was to use.

…

I go, and it is done: the bell invites me. 
Hear it not, Duncan, for it is a knell

That summons thee to heaven, or to hell.
Act: II Scene: i Lines: 33-64 Page: 339
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: self/soliloquy
Significance of quote: 
14. 
That which hath made them drunk hath

made me bold;

What hath quenched them hath given me fire. Hark!

Peace!

It was the owl that shrieked,  the fatal bellman, 
Which gives the stern’st good night. He  is about it.

The doors are open, and the surfeited grooms 
Do mock their charge  with snores. I have drugged their

possets,

That death and nature do contend about them,

Whether they live or die. 
…

I laid their daggers ready;

He  could not miss ’em. Had he  not resembled

My father as he slept, I had done ’t. 
Act: II Scene: ii Lines: 1-13 Page: 340
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: self/soliloquy
Significance of quote: 
15. 
I have done the deed. Didst thou not hear a noise?
Act: II Scene: ii Lines: 14 Page: 340
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Lady Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
16. 
Methought I heard a voice cry “Sleep no more!

Macbeth does murder sleep”—the innocent sleep,

Sleep that knits up the raveled sleave  of care,

The death of each day’s life, sore labor’s bath,

Balm  of hurt minds, great nature’s second course, 
Chief nourisher in life’s feast—

…
Still it cried “Sleep no more!” to all the house:

“Glamis hath murdered sleep, and therefore Cawdor

Shall sleep no more: Macbeth shall sleep no more.”
Act: II Scene: ii Lines: 34-42 Page: 342
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
17. 
Infirm of purpose! 
Give me the daggers. The sleeping and the dead

Are but as pictures.  ’Tis the eye of childhood

That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed,

I’ll gild  the faces of the grooms withal,

For it must seem their guilt.
Act: II Scene: ii Lines: 52-56 Page: 342
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
18. 

My hands are of your color, but I shame

To wear a heart so white. I hear a

knocking

At the south entry. Retire we to our chamber.

A little water clears us of this deed:

How easy is it then!
Act: II Scene: ii Lines: 63-67 Page: 343
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
19. 
Approach the chamber, and destroy your sight

With a new Gorgon:  do not bid me speak;

See, and then speak yourselves. Awake, awake!

…

Ring the alarum bell. Murder and Treason!

Banquo and Donalbain! Malcolm! Awake!

Shake off this downy sleep, death’s counterfeit,

And look on death itself! Up, up, and see

The great doom’s image!  Malcolm! Banquo!

As from your graves rise up, and walk like sprites, 
To countenance  this horror. Ring the bell.
Act: II Scene: iii Lines: 68-76 Page: 345
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Lennox, Macduff, etc.
Significance of quote: 
20. 
O, yet I do repent me of my fury,

That I did kill them.

…
Who can be wise, amazed,  temp’rate and furious,

Loyal and neutral, in a moment? No man.

The expedition  of my violent love

Outrun the pauser,  reason. Here lay Duncan

His silver skin laced with his golden blood,

And his gashed stabs looked like a breach in nature

For ruin’s wasteful entrance:  there, the murderers,

Steeped in the colors of their trade, their daggers

Unmannerly breeched with gore.  Who could refrain,

That had a heart to love, and in that heart

Courage to make ’s  love known?
Act: II Scene: iii Lines: 102-114 Page: 346
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Malcolm, Macduff, nobles
Significance of quote: 
21. 
Look to the lady.

And when we have our naked frailties hid, 
That suffer in exposure, let us meet

And question  this most bloody piece of work,

To know it further. Fears and scruples shake us.

In the great hand of God I stand, and thence

Against the undivulged pretense I fight

Of treasonous malice. 
Act: II Scene: iii Lines: 115-128 Page: 347
Speaker: Macduff
To whom: nobles
Significance of quote: 
22. 
What will you do? Let’s not consort  with them.

To show an unfelt sorrow is an office 
Which the false man does easy. I’ll to England.
Act: II Scene: iii Lines: 131-133 Page: 349
Speaker: Malcolm
To whom: Donalbain
Significance of quote: 
23. 
And Duncan’s horses—a thing most strange and

certain—

Beauteous and swift, the minions of their race, 

Turned wild in nature, broke their stalls, flung out,

Contending ’gainst obedience, as they would make

War with mankind.

Act: II Scene: iv Lines: 14-18 Page: 348
Speaker: Ross
To whom: Macduff
Significance of quote: 
24. 
He is already named, and gone to Scone

To be invested. 
…
No, cousin, I’ll to Fife. 
Act: II Scene: iv Lines: 31-32 Page: 350
Speaker: Macduff
To whom: Ross
Significance of quote: 
25. 
Thou hast it now: King, Cawdor, Glamis, all,

As the weird women promised, and I fear

Thou play’dst most foully for ’t. Yet it was said

It should not stand in thy posterity, 
But that myself should be the root and father

Of many kings. If there come truth from them—

As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches shine—

Why, by the verities on thee made good, 
May they not be my oracles as well

And set me up in hope? But hush, no more!
Act: III Scene: i Lines: 1-10 Page: 353
Speaker: Banquo
To whom: self/soliloquy
Significance of quote: 
26. 
To be thus is nothing, but to be safely thus —

Our fears in Banquo stick deep,

And in his royalty of nature  reigns that

Which would be feared. ’Tis much he dares;

And, to  that dauntless temper  of his mind,

He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valor

To act in safety. There is none but he

Whose being I do fear: and under him

My genius is rebuked,  as it is said

Mark Antony’s was by Caesar.
Act: III Scene: i Lines: 48-57 Page: 354
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: self/soliloquy
Significance of quote: 
27. 
Fleance his son, that keeps him company,

Whose absence is no less material to me 
Than is his father’s, must embrace the fate

Of that dark hour. Resolve yourselves apart: 
I’ll come to you anon.

Act: III Scene: i Lines: 135-138 Page: 357
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: murderers
Significance of quote: 
28. 
We have scorched  the snake, not killed it:

She’ll close  and be herself, whilst our poor malice 
Remains in danger of her former tooth. 
Act: III Scene: ii Lines: 13-15 Page: 358
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Lady Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
29. 
Sit, worthy friends. My lord is often thus,

And hath been from his youth. Pray you, keep seat.

The fit is momentary; upon a thought 
He will again be well. If much you note him,

You shall offend him and extend his passion. 
Feed, and regard him not. Are you a man?
Act: III Scene: iv Lines: 54-59 Page: 362
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: Banquet guest/last line to Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
30. 
Avaunt!  and quit my sight! Let

the earth hide thee!

Thy bones are marrowless, thy blood is cold;

Thou hast no speculation  in those eyes

Which thou dost glare with.
Act: III Scene: iv Lines: 94-97 Page: 365
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Banquo’s ghost
Significance of quote: 
31. 
I hear it by the way, but I will send:

There’s not a one of them but in his house

I keep a servant fee’d.  I will tomorrow,

And betimes  I will, to the weird sisters:

More shall they speak, for now I am bent  to know

By the worst means the worst. For mine own good

All causes shall give way.  I am in blood

Stepped in so far that, should I wade no more,

Returning were as tedious as go o’er. 
Strange things I have in head that will to hand, 
Which must be acted ere they may be scanned. 
Act: III Scene: iv Lines: 131-141 Page: 365
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Lady Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
32. 
The castle of Macduff I will surprise; 
Seize upon Fife; give to th’ edge o’ th’ sword

His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls

That trace him in his line.  No boasting like a fool;

This deed I’ll do before this purpose cool:

But no more sights!—Where are these gentlemen?

Come, bring me where they are.
Act: IV Scene: i Lines: 150-156 Page: 376
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Lennox
Significance of quote: 
33. 
Bleed, bleed, poor country:

Great tyranny, lay thou thy basis sure,

For goodness dare not check thee:  wear thou thy wrongs; 

The title is affeered. 
Act: 4 Scene: 3 Lines: 32-34 Page: 380
Speaker: Macduff
To whom: Malcolm
Significance of quote: 
34. 
I grant him bloody,

Luxurious,  avaricious, false, deceitful, Sudden,  

malicious, smacking of every sin

That has a name: but there’s no bottom, none,

In my voluptuousness: your wives, your daughters,

Your matrons and your maids, could not fill up

The cistern of my lust, and my desire

All continent  impediments would o’erbear, 

That did oppose my will. Better Macbeth

Than such an one to reign.

…

I should cut off the nobles for their lands,

Desire his  jewels and this other’s house:

And my more-having would be as a sauce

To make me hunger more, that I should forge

Quarrels unjust against the good and loyal,

Destroying them for wealth.

…

But I have none: the king-becoming graces,

As justice, verity, temp’rance, stableness,

Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness,

Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude,

I have no relish  of them, but abound

In the division of each several crime, 

Acting it many ways.
Act: 4 Scene: 3 Lines: 58-97 Page: 381
Speaker: Malcolm
To whom: Macduff
Significance of quote: 
35. 
I am yet

Unknown to woman, never was forsworn, 

Scarcely have coveted what was mine own,

At no time broke my faith, would not betray

The devil to his fellow, and delight

No less in truth than life. My first false speaking

Was this upon myself. What I am truly,

Is thine and my poor country’s to command:

Whither indeed, before thy here-approach, 

Old Siward,  with ten thousand warlike men,

Already at a point,  was setting forth.

Act: 4 Scene: 3 Lines: 125-135 Page: 383
Speaker: Malcolm
To whom: Macduff
Significance of quote: 
36. 
Out, damned spot!

Out, I say! One: two: why, then ’tis time to do ’t.  Hell is murky. Fie, my lord, fie! A soldier, and afeard? What need we fear who knows it, when none can call our pow’r to accompt?  Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him?
Act: 5 Scene: 1 Lines: 33-39 Page: 390
Speaker: Lady Macbeth
To whom: (sleeping) Doctor, Gentlewoman
Significance of quote: 
37. 
Let every soldier hew him down a bough

And bear ’t before him. Thereby shall we shadow 

The numbers of our host,  and make discovery 

Err in report of us.
Act: 5 Scene: 4 Lines: 4-7 Page: 395
Speaker: Malcolm
To whom: soldiers/nobles
Significance of quote: 
38. 

Out, out, brief candle!

Life’s but a walking shadow,  a poor player

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage

And then is heard no more. It is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury

Signifying nothing.
Act: 5 Scene: 5 Lines: 23-28 Page: 397
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: self/messenger
Significance of quote: 
39.
That way the noise is. Tyrant, show thy face!

If thou be’st slain and with no stroke of mine,

My wife and children’s ghosts will haunt me still. 

I cannot strike at wretched kerns,  whose arms

Are hired to bear their staves.  Either thou, Macbeth,

Or else my sword, with an unbattered edge,

I sheathe again undeeded.  There thou shouldst be;

By this great clatter, one of greatest note

Seems bruited.  Let me find him, Fortune!

And more I beg not.

Act: 5 Scene: 7 Lines: 14-23 Page: 399
Speaker: Macduff
To whom: self
Significance of quote: 
40.
Of all men else I have avoided thee.

But get thee back! My soul is too much charged 

With blood of thine already.

Act: 5 Scene: 8 Lines: 4-6 Page: 400
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Macduff
Significance of quote: 
41.
I have no words:

My voice is in my sword, thou bloodier villain

Than terms can give thee out! 

Act: 5 Scene: 8 Lines: 6-8 Page: 400
Speaker: Macduff
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
42.
Despair  thy charm,

And let the angel  whom thou still hast served

Tell thee, Macduff was from his mother’s womb

Untimely ripped. 

Act: 5 Scene: 8 Lines: 13-16 Page: 400
Speaker: Macduff
To whom: Macbeth
Significance of quote: 
43.
I will not yield,

To kiss the ground before young Malcolm’s feet,

And to be baited  with the rabble’s curse.

Though Birnam Wood be come to Dunsinane,

And thou opposed, being of no woman born,

Yet I will try the last.  Before my body

I throw my warlike shield.

Act: 5 Scene: 8 Lines: 27-33 Page: 401
Speaker: Macbeth
To whom: Macduff
Significance of quote: 
44.
Hail, King! for so thou art: behold, where stands

Th’ usurper’s cursèd head. The time is free. 

I see thee compassed with thy kingdom’s pearl, 

That speak my salutation in their minds,

Whose voices I desire aloud with mine:

Hail, King of Scotland!

Act: 5 Scene: 8 Lines: 54-59 Page: 402
Speaker: Macduff
To whom: Malcolm
Significance of quote: 
45.
My thanes and kinsmen,

Henceforth be earls, the first that ever Scotland

In such an honor named.

Act: 5 Scene: 8 Lines: 62-64 Page: 402
Speaker: Malcolm
To whom: Nobles
Significance of quote: 
