Rhetorical Analysis

Textual Aspects to Consider and Questions to Ask

(Examples on Back)
AUDIENCE

· Who cares most about this subject and is likely to read/listen about it? Why?

· Are target readers’/listeners’ concerns addressed? How are their beliefs and ideas challenged or confirmed?

· What might different types of readers/listeners think or feel after reading/listening to this text? Why?

· What might readers/listeners remember most after reading this? Why?

CONTEXT

· What else has been said about this subject and where? What difference might that make?

· What historical or contemporary events or issues could have affected people’s thinking about this text? How?

· What current events or popular issues could affect people’s thinking about this text? How?

· What appears next to this text (e.g. other stories or speeches)? How might that affect how it could be read or interpreted?

· (How) Does this text create connections between its subject and other subjects/issues?

CONTENT

· What gets emphasized? How it is emphasized (e.g. repetition, strong wording, space devoted to it)?

· What kind of support is used most? What difference might that make?
· Is there adequate or impressive support or explanation for the points made? How so?

· How reliable and unbiased are the sources used?

· What isn’t said or isn’t addressed? Why, do you suppose?

· Is one perspective represented more than another? How? Is this to be expected? Why or why not?

· What words or terms imply a certain meaning or impression?

· What conclusion is drawn? Are other conclusions possible?

WRITER AND STANCE

· What seems to be the writer’s/speaker’s attitude toward the subject? What makes you think this?

· What is the objective information and what is the author/speaker interpretation?

· What allegiances might the author/speaker and/or publisher/conference/group have?

· What reputation does the author/speaker and/or publication/conference/group have (e.g. politics, credibility)? What do readers/listeners expect?

PURPOSE

· What does the text want you to think (very few just “inform”)? What makes you think this?

· What is the announced subject (the thesis)? Is there another underlying one?

· What reasons might writer/speaker have for writing/saying this? What makes you think so?

· What might certain readers/listeners use this text for? If it is online, who or what links to it?

DESIGN/FORM/GENRE

· What information comes first? What comes last? What’s in the middle? Why?

· If there are pictures/graphics/videos associated with this text, what impression do they give?

· What parts of the text are brought out in larger size and/or sidebars? What impression do they give?

· What type of medium is this? How might that affect how the information is presented and received?

Examples of Answers to the Questions

AUDIENCE

· Parents of preschool-aged children would be most concerned about the virus because…

· If readers thought our city was in good financial shape, they might think differently after reading…

· Democrats would probably object to a lot of what this text says because…

· The image of an accident will stand out to the listener because it is so vividly described…

CONTEXT

· This issue has received a lot of negative press in the news lately due to the scandal…

· At the time of the speech the country was undergoing a shift in their underlying ethics…

· The current political situation might make people think this is another liberal agenda…

· A story about endangered species on the opposite page could make readers think…

· The text moves from discussing the budget deficit to discussion of the board membership…

CONTENT

· The text repeats the term, usually with negative comment. This could make the readers think…
· Statistics are cited a lot, which could sound impressive unless readers consider the source…

· The text clearly explains the process so that the claim made about the defect makes sense…

· All of the information comes from nonprofit agencies, which makes it more reliable than…

· The text never discusses the governor’s voting record on this issue. This is important because…

· The report only quoted nonsmokers, which isn’t a fair representation for a news article…

· They use the term juveniles instead of the term kids. Readers could think of crime…

· The text cites lack of funding as the cause, but it could also be misuse of existing funds…

WRITER AND STANCE

· The writer has a sarcastic tone that implies disgust, evident in the phrases like “Makes sense, huh?”…

· The speaker claims that the statistics from the chart show how effective the policy has been…

· The magazine relies heavily on fashion and advertising, which might affect how it describes trends…

· The program is known for provocative and sensational reporting. Viewers expect “the dirt”…

PURPOSE

· It wants me to blame the House majority leader because it keeps referring to him as the one who…
· The text supports the increase in bullying, but it also seems to blame the increased use of Facebook…

· The writer may be trying to solicit support for this new program…

· Certain groups could use this report as justification for raising the legal driving age…

DESIGN/FORM/GENRE

· The text begins with a moving story and ends with a call for change. It wants readers to start to…

· The picture of the leader makes him look distinguished and strong…

· If readers only read the headline and the quote from the relief worker, they would think that…

· The research in this scholarly article is much more than anyone would get in a news article…
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