Final ePortfolio

Advanced Composition (W131)


A writing portfolio is a purposeful collection of your work that illustrates your efforts, progress, and/or achievement in given areas. It provides an on-going and authentic record of your performance that enables you to reflect upon and articulate your own progress.  

Objectives:

· to reveal growth and change over time

· to show the process by which work is done as well as a final product

· to learn to assess your own writing

· to provide you with more options and choices in assignments

· to enable you to take responsibility for your own writing

· to generate a revised collection of essays

· to create collections of favorite or personally important work

· to give you a bank of writing for college entrance


Requirements:

Permanent Portfolio—a permanent portfolio contains ONLY select pieces of your work.  





The following is a list of writings that MUST appear in the Permanent ePortfolio. Each section/piece must be tabbed accordingly:

1. Home Page / Overview of Contents: In this space, you will provide a brief "welcome" and "overview" of the contents of your ePortfolio, identifying what is in it and how the portfolio, overall, is reflective of your growth as a writer. The items listed below will be linked via the Home Page (See Sample Template on Canvas for clarification). 
Reflective Letter: Addressed to your instructor, at least 2 ½ - 3 pages in length. This letter, introducing your reader to the contents of the portfolio, should present a sketch of your growth over the course of the semester and must address the following items, separated by subheadings:

The Act of Writing
You should consider answering some of the following questions to reflect on the act of writing:

· What place does writing currently hold in your life? In what ways did your feelings about composition affect your perception of this course and your development as a writer?

· What value do you place on the writing process? How have your original perceptions of the process changed over the course of the semester?

Personal Struggles
You should consider answering some of the following questions to reflect on your struggles over the course of the semester. Consider, also, your reflections written in the Writer’s Notebook:

· In what areas do you think you need to improve as a writer? Why do you feel that you are still struggling in these areas? What could you do to help yourself in the future with these particular areas?
· What are some patterns you’ve seen consistently in your writing this semester? What patterns in peer or teacher feedback have shown up?

· What paper gave you the most difficulty this term? Why do you think that was so?

· How did you improve that paper? What helped you along the way?

· What prevented you from making further progress?
· Was your approach to this piece different than the others? Could that have affected the outcome?

· What have you learned about writing as a result of this piece?
Personal Growth
You should consider answering some of the following questions to reflect on your growth over the course of the semester:

· In what areas do you feel you are making progress as a writer? What about your writing makes you proud? What successes have you had through the semester?
· Of all the papers that you have written this semester, which one do you consider to be your best? Why? What is the greatest strength of that paper?

· Why did you write that piece? Where did you get your ideas?
· Who is the audience? How did that affect your writing?
· What skills did you work on in that piece? Did you try anything new?
· If you received response, what was it? What did others like about your piece? What suggestions did they make?
· What problems popped up along the way? How did you resolve those issues?

· What parts did you rework? What were your revisions? What parts flowed naturally and what parts took more time?
· Do you think that paper still needs improvement? In what areas?
· What have you learned about writing as a result of this piece? 

Course Assessment
You should consider answering some of the following questions to evaluate the course’s structure:

· Do you feel like the course has met its goals of providing the opportunity to enhance the focus areas set for by IPFW (Rhetorical Knowledge; Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing; Writing Process; Knowledge of Conventions) as defined on the course syllabus? Why or why not?
· What about the structure of the course helped or hindered your learning?

· Have you felt as though you could take some “risks” in your own writing this term since you usually have the chance to revise? Why or why not?

· What suggestions do you have for improvement of the course?
2. Writer’s Notebook / Single-Draft Essay Revisions:  Clearly REVISE and polish three of the single-draft compositions composed in class in order to produce a purposeful final draft, fully demonstrating your advanced skills as a writer. These can be found in your writer’s notebook.  At least ONE must be a JOURNAL entry, and at least ONE should come from the Brainstorming and Craft section. The third could be one of the lengthy writer’s notebook entries. You should select pieces that demonstrate your abilities, growth, and development as a writer. This may mean you pick pieces that are already strong and tweak them to make them even better, OR it may mean you choose one that is relatively weak so that you can prove through your revisions just how far your writing has come. Place the first drafts of your chosen pieces (including a revised, tracked changes draft when possible) behind the associated new final draft. Each essay must be identified via a corresponding tab in the Writer’s Notebook / Single Draft Essay Revisions section in your ePortfolio.
3. Multiple-Draft Essays: Clearly REVISE and polish one of the multiple-draft essays composed in class in order to produce a purposeful, finished draft, fully demonstrating your advanced skills as a writer. You can choose from the Literacy Narrative, the Rhetorical Analysis, the Argumentative Paper, or the Op-Ed. Place the original final draft of your revised selection as well as a newly revised, tracked changes final draft behind each associated new finished draft. This essay must be identified via a corresponding tab in the Multiple-Draft Essay section in your ePortfolio.
Evaluation:  Portfolios will be evaluated as a whole and given a single comprehensive score according to established criteria.
As you progress through the course, you should continually consider the final evaluation of the course, the Portfolio. The Permanent Portfolio, as defined below, is worth 25% of your Semester grade and should effectively demonstrate the development of your writer’s craft throughout the semester. This final portfolio must be submitted via Canvas’ ePortfolio link, with each essay purposefully identified and described for your audience.








