
Composition:  
Mr. Ahlersmeyer 

Fall Semester Lesson Plan
The content / pacing is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor due to weather or other emergencies. Unless otherwise notified, students are expected to have all assignments read and completed on the day they are listed.  *Please see the end of the syllabus for more detailed information regarding reading and homework assignments.

DATE

Activities/Assignments_________________________________
8/12


Introductions
8/13


Philosophy of Writing
8/14


Journal 
Unit One:  
 
Professional Writing___________________________________
8/17


Résumé notes and examples
8/18


Draft résumés
*** Philosophy of Writing (one FULL page)  Due
8/19-8/20

Cover Letter notes and examples
*** Résumé (1st draft) Due
8/21


Peer revision activity (RAGS)
***Cover Letter Due (1st draft)
8/24


Grammar / Journal / Drafting
8/25


Personal Statement notes and examples
*** Cover Letter (final draft) and Résumé (final draft)Due

8/26-8/27

Writing Conferences: Prompt? Angle? Question?
***Personal Statement Due (1st draft: 2-3 pages)by end of period today
8/28


Process Analysis ppt notes and examples. 
Process Lists

Peer Revise/Review Personal Statement, Provide Feedback (Moodle)

Unit Two:  
 
Process Analysis Essay________________________________
8/31


Process List - Peer Feedback

Drafting: Personal Statement & Process Analysis

***Process List & Personal Statement Due (final draft: 2-3 pages) by end of the class
9/1


Garrison Keillor’s “How to Write a Letter”




Introductions and conclusions 
PowerPoint on PowerPoint—presentations begin Tuesday
9/2-9/3


Drafting/PowerPoint/Journals
***Process Analysis Essay Due (final draft: 2-3 pages)

9/4


Drafting/PowerPoint/Journals
9/7


NO SCHOOL (LABOR DAY)
9/8


Process Analysis Presentations
9/9-9/10

Process Analysis Presentations
9/11


Complete Process Analysis presentations/Journal / Grammar
Unit Three:  
Memoir____________________________________________
9/14


Memoir notes
9/15


Plot Structure
9/16-9/17

Excerpt from Maya Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
***Plot Triangle Due

9/18


Excerpt from Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried
9/21


Peer Edit (focus: Word Choice) / Writing Conferences
***Memoir Due (1st draft:  3-5 pages)

9/22


Excerpt from David Sedaris’ Me Talk Pretty One Day /Writing Conferences
9/23-9/24

Peer Edit (peer edit sheet)
***Memoir Due (2nd draft:  3-5 pages)

9/25


Drafting/Revising
***Journals #1-10 Due

Unit Four:  

Analytical Essay_____________________________________
9/28


Journal / Grammar
***Memoir Due (Final draft:  3-5 pages)

9/29


Stephen King’s “Why We Crave Horror Movies”
9/30-10/1

Analyzing the Argument
10/2


Barbara Huttmann’s “A Crime of Compassion”
10/5


Edwidge Danticat’s “Not Your Homeland”
10/6


Dave Berry’s “Batting Cleanup and Striking Out”
10/7-10/8

OPTIC Theory
10/9


Select Articles for Analytical Essay (1 of 7)
10/12


Analytical Essay: Thesis Statement and Topic Sentences
10/13


Analytical Essay: Introductions / Conclusions
***Formative Assessment: Thesis Statement and 5 Topic Sentences DUE

10/14-10/15

Writing Conferences
***Two Different Introductions DUE

10/16


NO SCHOOL (TEACHER INSERVICE)
10/19


NO SCHOOL (FALL BREAK)

10/20


Drafting
***Analytical Essay Due (1st draft:  2-3 pages )- by start of class
10/21-10/22

Transitions/ Peer Edit/Writing Conferences
10/23


Peer Edit (Polychromatic Paragraph)
***Analytical Essay Due (2nd draft:  2-3 pages)- by start of class
Unit Five:  

Argumentative Research Paper__________________________
10/26


Research Paper Intro

***Analytical Essay Due (Final draft:  2-3 pages)- by end of period
10/27


Topic Selection
10/28-10/29

Research / Conference
***Thesis Statements Due (3 different theses)

10/30


Outlines
***Journals #11-20 Due

11/2


Works Cited Page
11/3


Library Day / Research
11/4-11/5

Body Paragraphs / In-text Citations
***Outline (3-5 pages) and Works Cited Page (7 source minimum; see packet for source requirements) Due
11/6


Draft / Conference
11/9


Integrating Sources within the Text
11/10


Draft / Conference
11/11-11/12

Peer Edit (using peer edit check sheet #1)
***Research Paper Due (1st Draft: 5 FULL pages; thesis and body paragraphs ONLY)

11/13


Revise 1st Drafts / Conference
11/16


Draft / Conference
11/17


Student Samples
11/18-11/19


 Peer Edit (using peer edit check sheet #2)

***Research Paper Due (2nd Draft: 5-7 pages with works cited page)
11/20


 Revise 2nd Drafts / Conference
11/23


Writing Conference
11/24

 
Revisions/Conference/Journals
***Research Paper Due (Final Draft: 5-7) pages with works cited page and sources copied to H:Drive)
11/25-11/27

NO SCHOOL—THANKSGIVING BREAK
Unit Six:  

Semester Portfolio____________________________________
11/30


Portfolio Directions / Revised Philosophy of Writing 
12/1


Reflection of the Course/Reflection of the Best Piece
12/2-12/3

Reflection of the Best Piece/Student Portfolio Evaluation
12/4


Discuss Research Presentations/Portfolio drafting
***Semester Portfolios Due
12/7


Work on Research Presentations/Portfolio Conferences
12/8


Work on Research Presentations/Portfolio Conferences
12/9-12/10

Research Presentations



***Journals #21-27 Due
12/11


Research Presentations

12/14


Research Presentations
12/15


FINAL EXAMS—Periods 2, 6

12/16


FINAL EXAMS—Periods 1, 7

12/17


FINAL EXAMS—Periods 3, 4, 5 
12/18


STAR WARS: EPISODE VII IS RELEASED!
Have a Great Winter Break!
