Senior Composition
Course Syllabus 
Ahlersmeyer/Klein/Slater 




Course Description: 
The goal of senior composition is to provide students with the skills necessary to be effective in articulating poignant ideas through writing.  Students will explore and apply rhetorical writing strategies of narration, description, exposition, and persuasion.  In addition, students must also demonstrate a strong command of vocabulary, English language conventions, research and organizational skills, an awareness of audience, the purpose for writing, and style.  Although a formal textbook will not be issued, students will read both classic and contemporary literature/articles and use appropriate models for writing.  Students will write a variety of types of compositions with a focus on narratives, reflective compositions, academic essays, and responses to literature.  Students will be expected to complete all phases of the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) in order to produce high quality, thought-provoking responses.   
Essential Outcomes: 
Since this is the final course of the high school English curriculum, it focuses on skills and knowledge that best prepare students for the world after graduation.  Students will be able to:
· Write job applications and résumés that follow conventional form, provide clear information, and address the intended audience appropriately
· Write responses to non-fictions texts that demonstrate both a comprehensive grasp of the intended argument as well as an understanding of the rhetorical strategies used to develop the author’s style and ideas
· Write thesis-driven essays and well-organized research papers that: 1) support judgments with relevant and substantial evidence and well-chosen details; and 2) exhibit mastery of the conventions of MLA style
· Deliver multi-media presentations and oral responses to literature that draw from many sources and are skillfully edited and executed
· Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse, such as purpose, speaker, audience, and form, when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments
· Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained and persuasive way and support them with precise and relevant examples
· Enhance meaning using rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy and the issuance of a call for action

· Further develop a unique writing style and voice, improve sentence variety, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and form of writing
Course Content / Student Evaluation:
	Range
	Letter
	%

	4.0
	A+
	100

	3.9
	A+
	98

	3.6-3.8
	A
	96

	3.4-3.5
	A-
	92

	3.2-3.3
	B+
	89

	2.9-3.1
	B
	86

	2.7-2.8
	B-
	82

	2.5-2.6
	C+
	79

	2.2-2.4
	C
	76

	1.9-2.1
	C-
	72

	1.7-1.8
	D+
	69

	1.4-1.6
	D
	66

	1.2-1.3
	D-
	62

	1.0-1.1
	D-
	60

	0.6-0.9
	F
	55

	0.1-0.5
	F
	50


Student grades will be figured with the following items 

weighted by percentage below.

In Senior Composition, grades are as followed:

        18-week grade =


· Employment / college writing (10%)

· Process Analysis (15%)

· Memoir (15%)

· Rhetorical Analysis Essay (20%)

· Research Paper / Presentation (25%)

· Journal (10%)

· Participation (5%)

Semester grade = 

18-week grade (75%)

Final Portfolio (25%)
Late Work Policy:  

· Assignments are due when they are collected.   No late homework will be accepted, except in the case of an absence.  You are responsible to find out what needs to be completed upon your return.
· Not having a complete “draft” of an assignment on the day it is due will result in a 5% deduction from the Final Product grade.
· Long-term assignments are due on the day specified unless an excused absence is registered with the office.  Field Trips…work is still due on the assigned date unless otherwise noted in class. In case of emergency, long-term projects or papers  may be turned in late with the following penalties:
· 1 school day late:  15% deduction

· 2 school days late: 30% deduction

· No credit after second school day

If you must turn in a paper/project late, please contact the teacher via e-mail, phone, or personal conversation BEFORE the day the assignment is due.


Plagiarism/cheating will not be tolerated in any form.  Any assignment that is determined to include any third-party material that a student has submitted as his/her own will receive a zero and may result in administrative involvement.

Class Expectations:
· Extra credit is not given at CHS, since your grade must reflect your mastery of the material

· All assignments must be submitted on paper unless otherwise indicated.  A disk or flash drive is not an acceptable alternative. 
· All papers are to be labeled in the upper left-hand corner of the paper with the following information: 
Student’s Name
 




Course—Period






Instructor’s Name






Date (Day, Month, Year—12 August 2016)
· Answers to all questions, whether on a test, quiz, homework assignment, or worksheet, must be written in complete sentences.

A+


A


A-


B+


B	


B-	


C+	


C


C-	


D+


D


D-


59 –Below	F
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