Name________________________________Class_______________ Date__________________


Maya Notes: Fill in the blanks below.
The Maya civilization began in ____________ BC  in the lowlands of what is now Northern _____________.

They cleared forests to grow beans, squash, avocados, and ________________, or corn.

The ________________ Age occurred between AD 250 and 900.

During this age, Maya territory grew to include more than  ________________ large cities.
Maya cities were linked through ________.  With trade, they enjoyed goods such as _____________, _____________,
and __________________. (look at map on page 119)
The Maya had three social classes: ___________________, ___________________, and __________________.

The upper class was made up of ________________, __________________, and ________________________.

The Maya worshipped many ________________.

The Maya offered blood to the gods by piercing their ______ or ______or on special occasions, made human ________________.

The Maya built large ________________  to study the sky and plan a calendar.

They developed a 365-day ________________  for farming, more accurate than the European calendar, and a 260-day calendar for religious events.

They were good mathematicians – among the first people with a symbol for ____________.

They developed a ________________ system with symbols that represented both objects and sounds.

Their art and ________________ were created without the use of metal tools or wheels.
Around AD _____ the Maya civilization began to ___________.

Historians think a number of factors caused this decline including:

The common people, overburdened by the ________________  , may have rebelled.

Increased ________________   between the cities might have disrupted trade and caused people to flee the cities.

The Maya might have not been able to produce enough ________________   to feed everyone.

Droughts would have made it hard to ___________________________________________ .
Aztec Notes: Fill in the blanks below.

The Aztecs Build an Empire:

In 1325, Aztecs migrated to central Mexico and settled on a swampy island in ___________________________.   

The Aztecs were fierce warriors who often demanded ___________________ from the people they conquered.

The Aztecs controlled a huge ________________   network.

By the early 1400s, the Aztecs ruled the most powerful state in Mesoamerica with ________________    as their capital.
The Aztecs built canals and three wide ________________   —raised roads across water or wet ground—to make travel easier.
To increase the amount of farmland, the Aztecs created floating gardens called __________________.

Tenochtitlán was home to some ________________   people at its height.

Life in the Empire:  (Aztec Society)
________________ : The most important position in society, Attended to law, trade, tribute, and warfare

________________ : Served as tax collectors, judges, and other government officials, Noble positions were passed down from father to son.

_____________ and ____________ : Priests more influential than warriors, Led religious ceremonies and decided when to plant and harvest

________________  and _________________: Held the position in society below the priests and warriors


________________  and ________________: Made up the majority of the population, Didn’t own their lands 

Religion and Warfare:

Like the Maya, the Aztecs worshipped many ______________ and made human ____________________

Cultural Achievements:
· The Aztecs created stone pyramids, statues, jewelry and masks.

· Women wore embroidered cloth.

· The Aztec studied the stars and created a calendar similar to the ____________________.

· They recorded historical and cultural events.

· They had strong oral tradition.


Cortes Conquers the Aztecs:

· In the late 1400s the Spanish arrived, seeking adventure, riches and converts to ________________.


· ________________   led the ________________, or Spanish conquerors, in 1519.


· The Aztec emperor ________________   believed Cortés to be the god Quetzalcoatl and gave the Spanish gold.

· Cortés took the emperor prisoner.  The Aztec drove out conquistadors, but Moctezuma was killed.

· Within a year, the conquistadors returned and conquered the Aztec by 1521. They had help from people who resented harsh Aztec rule. They used better weapons, including armor, cannons, and swords, and had big horses that terrified the Aztecs.  They spread disease that killed thousands of Aztecs.


